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A Message from our Chairman to all twinners and friends

Llandrindod Wells and Area 
Twinning Assocation

Quarter
Page

Advert
£12.50

The beginning of the year was spent planning for the exciting time ahead the 
highlight of which was to be the three-way forum, an event that comes around 
every three years to each of the twinned towns in turn and Llandrindod Wells  
was on schedule for July 2009. At this juncture I must say that the time taken 
by the sub-committee, which had been set up early in the year to plan the 
forum and to research for grants availability, was time well spent. Not only was 
the whole visit a resounding success but we also became the very first 
Twinning Association in Wales to be awarded a grant from the "Europe for 
Citizens" programme. Thanks to the hard work of the sub-committee ploughing 
through the red tape etc, the award of this grant coupled with income from our 
very own fund raising activities enabled us to meet the overall costs of travel 
and other expenses incurred by the visits. All these things can only be good for 
the association and for the Town. The future of twinning looks rosy, long may it 
continue.

What a busy year 2009 we have had in 'Twinning' and 
how  quickly the time seems to have gone by with each 
month appearing to race along as we organised one 
event after another whether it be fund raising or visits 
and now it is suddenly  December. This issue of 
'Yearbook 2009' is designed to bring news and 
information about our activities over the past year and 
you will see as you read through that we are highlighting 
some of the visits that are being planned for next year. 
Many of you, our members and friends of Twinning, 
have contributed greatly to the success of the events 
held.  I salute and thank you all for that help and  I know 
that the committee are extremely grateful for your 
contributions and encouragement.

Best Wishes
Chairman
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At the end of February the Twinning Association held a fundraising 
sale in Pritchard's Saleroom to raise money to host visitor's from the 
twin towns of Bad Rappenau and Contrexeville. 

Fundraising

There was great support for the sale from people in Llandrindod and 
surrounding area who gave an excellent selection of items that raised 
over £1,000 towards the Associations funds. 

Jeff Thomas, Chairman of the Twinning Association, was pleased to 
accept a cheque from Deryn Gambles who had been responsible for 
all the hard work organising and running the sale. Jeff thanked 
everyone who had given so generously and particularly Deryn who 
had donated so much of her time to make the event such a success.

He pointed out that the Association’s activities are funded almost 
exclusively from local voluntary contributions. He said, “We rely on the 
efforts of our fundraising working group in order to meet the cost of 
receiving visiting groups. Many local families volunteer to provide 
accommodation, but additional funds are needed to pay for visits and 
social gatherings which we arrange whilst our visitors are here”.
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Hygeia Badges
In Greek and Roman mythology Hygeia was the daughter of 
the god of medicine. She was the goddess of health, cleanliness, 
and sanitation. Her image was widely used until relatively recently 
on souvenir ware for the spa town of Llandrindod Wells.

The twinning association has adopted a stylised version as our logo and have
enamelled metal badges for sale at £1.00 each. The 20mmx 15mm badges 
have a butterfly pin and make ideal tie pins, lapel, or hat badges.

Forthcoming Events in 2010
The twinning committee are busy planning events for 2010.  
The following have been confirmed:

19 February: Annual dinner at Llandrindod Wells Golf Club. Tickets £15.
1-13 March: Fund raising sale at Pritchard's Sale Rooms, Llandrindod.
19 May: AGM at the Llandrindod Wells Conservative Club.
30 July-3 August: Visit to Elan Valley by Bad Rappenau youth group.

Other events being planned are a visit to Llandrindod high school by a group 
of German children, a visit by French children, a visit to Germany or France 
by Llandrindod junior football team, and a skittles and chips evening.

Keep an eye on our website (address on cover) for further news. 



At the end of May 2009 the Mayor of Bad Rappenau in Southern 
Germany, visited Llandrindod Wells with a small group in order to 
develop and strengthen the twinning links between the towns. The 
party included Dieter Vilimek, the headteacher of the secondary school 
in Bad Rappenau, who was keen to see links developed between the 
young people of the two twin towns
The group was made welcome at Llandrindod High School and given a 
tour of the school by Carol Morgans the Headteacher. In discussions 
the group explored options to more fully involve the two schools in 
shared projects and possible future exchange visits. The group was 
also made welcome at Coleg Powys where Ian Millward, the Vice-
Principal, gave the group a tour of the college and discussed options 
for students from Coleg Powys to visit Bad Rappenau to develop their 
vocational studies and gain experience in a new environment.

Visits included walks in the beautiful 
countryside around Llandrindod and a 
trip to Aberystwyth via Elan Valley. At 
the end of the short visit Heribert 
Blättgen, the Mayor of Bad Rappenau, 
said: “It is always a pleasure to visit 
old friends and make new contacts in 
Llandrindod Wells. I hope that the 
contacts made with the High School 
and Coleg Powys will enable young 
people to get together and share 
cultural experiences between the two 
communities”.

Coleg Powys

Elan Valley

Mayor's Visit
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Christmas Markets
During the first week in December groups from Llandrindod Wells and
Contrexeville travelled Bad Rappenau to visit the Christmas Markets in
Bad Wimpfen, Heilbronn, and Rotheburg odT.

On Friday 4th the Llandrindod guests were treated to breakfast in 
Heilbronn where they spent the rest of the day before meeting the 
French guests at the Wasserschloss in Bad Rappenau.
The picturesque medieval town of Rothenburg ob der Taube with it's 
museum of Christmas was visited on Saturday. 
On Sunday afternoon, after a meal at the Eisenbahn, we all met Santa 
Claus for coffee and cakes. This was followed by an evening  visit to the 
Christmas Market at Bad Wimpfen.
Before bidding our French friends farewell on Monday afternoon a group
from Llandrindod visited the school to help in an English lesson.

Our final day was spent at
leisure with our hosts before
travelling to Stuttgart for our
flight home.

The visit marked the end of 
an eventful year during which
the bonds of friendship 
between the three twinned
towns of Llandrindod Wells,
Contrexeville and Bad
Rappenau were further
strengthened.
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Skittles and Chips
On 6th November almost fifty twinners and friends of all ages met at the 
Llandrindod British Legion Club for an evening of traditional nine-pin 
skittles with a fish and chips supper included in the entrance fee.
The highest individual first round score 
of 10 saw Mr D'Arcy, alias Rob Shelton, 
take the lead with his playing partner 
Elizabeth,aka Marilyn Weston, a lead 
they were not to lose over the three 
rounds of the competition!

The strongest team on the night, holding 
everybody else up, were Elsbeth Vipond 
and Derek Hope.

An enjoyable evening was had by all 
and special thanks was extended to 
Ann Harmon and Vic Averill who 
provided the equipment, organised the 
competition, and collected the meals, 
and to the the British Legion who 
provided the venue without charge.

The competition and raffle, for which 
the prizes were generously donated by 
committee members, raised over £275
towards the Association's funds.

Peter Davies became the new secretary 
of the Twinning Association replacing 
Jane Malvern who stood down after a 
lengthy stint of excellent service. 

Our many thanks to Jane who kept the 
committee in good order and properly 
informed at all times. Jane is still an 
active member of the committee. 

New Secretary

Annual General Meeting

The Association's annual general meeting was held on 20th May.

The following officers and committee members were elected or 
co-opted:

Chairman: Jeff Thomas
Vice Chairman: Rob Shelton
Treasurer: Ray Trend
Secretary: Peter Davies
French liason: Ann Stone
German liason: Elsbeth Vipond
Marion Lopez, Roger Malvern, 
Jane Malvern, Will Francis, 
Deryn Gambles, Sheila Bufton,
Barbara Shelton, Peter Hulme,
Wendy Thomas, and Trish Hill 
and Tony Philips representing Llandrindod WellsTown Council.

Ex-officio membership positions representing the High School and 
Powys CC remained unfilled.

Thanks was extended to Will Francis the outgoing treasurer and to
Jane Malvern the outgoing secretary who agreed to carry on in the
role until after the Three-Way Twinning Forum in early July.

In his report the chairman outlined the successful visits and events
undertaken over the past year and thanked Rob Shelton for setting up
the website and all other members of the committee for their valued
contributions.

7 down, 2 to go

Mayor Trish Hill with the organisers,
winners & supporters

Treasurer Ray and Vice Chair Rob



In early July a group of 30 guests from Contrexéville in France and 
Bad Rappenau in Southern Germany visited Llandrindod Wells in 
order to develop and strengthen the twinning links between the three 
towns. The party was welcomed by Llandrindod’s Mayor, Councillor 
Trish Hill, at a reception at the Lakeside Restaurant having travelled 
together by coach from their home towns.

One highlight of the weekend’s visit 
was a Twinning Open Forum at Powys 
County Hall which was sponsored by 
the Education, Audiovisual Culture 
Executive Agency of the European 
Commission. The aim of the Forum, 
which was opened by Kirsty Williams 
AM, was to develop existing links and 
open up opportunities for groups 
wishing to benefit from exchange visits. 

3-Way Forum

Sixty-five delegates attended including 
representatives from a number of local 
groups who wished to take up exchange 
opportunities. Following constructive debate 
the Forum closed with addresses from the 
Deputy Mayor of Contrexéville, 
Patrick.Carre, the Deputy Mayor of Bad 
Rappenau, Erwin Wagenbach, and the 
Mayor of Llandrindod Wells, Councillor Trish 
Hill.
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The visit concluded with a farewell 
breakfast at Llandrindod Golf Club 
prior to the coach departing on its 
long journey home. 

Jeff  Thomas, the Chairman of 
Llandrindod Twinning, said that the 
visit had strengthened the links 
between the three towns. He was 
particularly pleased to see 
representatives from youth 
organisations at the Open Forum 
and looked forward to future 
exchanges involving the young 
people from the three towns. 

The Deputy Mayors and twinning delegates were guests at the Mayor’s 
Civic Service at Holy Trinity Church. The French and German visitors 
also took an active part in Llandrindod’s Carnival distributing sweets, 
sausages and flags to onlookers as they followed the Twinning 
Association’s float. 

Other activities enjoyed by the visitors included an introduction to bowls 
at the Radnor Indoor Bowls Centre and visits to St. Fagans National 
History Museum, Cardiff Bay, Brecon Beacons and Elan Valley. A dinner 
given in honour of the visit was hosted by Llandrindod Wells and Area 
Twinning Association at Penybont Community Hall with enjoyable 
entertainment provided by Carol and Barry Pugh and members of Builth 
Wells Male Voice Choir who had visited both Contrexéville and Bad 
Rappenau.

Mayor Trish Hill with the Deputy Mayors of  the twinned towns

A wet farewell

Preparing for the Carnival

Preparing for the Carnival
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